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eampaign against North Vietram is going well. He concludes:

{1) The life and sconcmy of Horth Vietnam has been disrupted;

{2) North Vietnamese manpower resources have been diverted
to defend mgainst and accommodate to alr strikes;

(3) Forth Vietnamese demands upon Communist nations for
wayr materiel have increased substantislly;

{4) The bombing of North Vietnam is an integral and indis-
pensable part of our overall strategy in Boutheast Asla;

{5) The sir campaign against North Vietnam is achieving its
objectives and 1s saving American and Allied lives in Scuth Vietnom.

%ﬂgetiv&,g

The obJjectives of the ailr campeign have been ". . . to obstruct,
reduce, and harass the flow of var-supporting materiel within North
Vietnam, and from North Vietnam to South Vietnam, end to destroy the
war-gupporting facilities of the enemy. . « . to make clear to the
leaders of Horth Vietnam that they will continue to play a heavy
price so long as they carry on their eggression against the Bouth."
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Pytth the exception of the three major ports of Horxth Viet-
nem, targets in the buffer zone slong the chinese border, and targete
1ocated in heavily populated arees, the majority of known fixed mili~
tary targets in North Vieinam have been struck.”

Comment

Much of the guestioning of General Wheeler was concerned

vith the number of significant targets resaining in North Vietnam.
He stated that importsnt targets remaining included 39 on the JCB
1ist and 72 on the mo-called CINCPAC list, for e total of 111.7:0f
these, 7O targets not yet authorized for etrike should be guthorized.
These targetat f;pe}.ud&g& airfields, fertilizer planis, & few f#mall FOL
targets, & few wrehousemmsf:aﬁouple of repair facilitics located
in the very heavily populated areas of Hanoi-Haiphong.® Numercus
guestions were asked about the JCB procedures for authorizing targets
and how freguently higher authorities disapproved JCS recommendations.
The t-astiimny brought out that the JCE has pushed for more targets
e A Clrnd s han
than have besn allowed although the FCE-tbeeif e been more restrained
than field commanders in target recommendations. flumerous leading
questions were agked by members of the subcomnltiee to dedmonstrate
that civilians in the Pentagon (and to a lesser extent the State
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Departoent) bave seriously reduced the effectiveness of the air war
by restricting the nusbgr of significant targets that could be
prought under attack dnd thus incressed US casualties in the South,

"Haiphong Fort is estimated to handle 85 percent of North
Vietnan's maritime shipping, 95 percent of the FOL imports, and over
TC psxcent of North Vietnam's total imports. However, these ports --
and specifically the shipping therein -~ provide the greatest oppor-
tunity for incidents which could lead to further exyension of the
roles of the Communist nations in the war."

| Under questioning General Wheeler indicated that the JUS had

sdvooated that a way be found to ebetruct or etop the flow of war-
suppe making materials and other supplies through Haiphong. General
Voesler advocated ™. . . directing sttacks against gelected but fairly
remote areas of the Port of Haizhong, with the thought of <~ 1f you
want to use the tem -« scaring the Soviets and other foreign ?I&g
shiyping out of the harbor, and thereafter, of course, mining the
harbor.”

- Genersl Wheeler thought the first "clamp™ around Haiphong
ecould be applied in two weeks, veather permitting. With the weather
worsening in mid-Beptember, Ueneral gﬁeeler thought it would be hardex
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to maintain the clamp bud that such a campaign could bring substantial
returns, Under additionsl questioning about Halphong Sleneral Wheelsr
stmteds. ". . .« it would be impz;ssib}.a even 1f you destroyed the

Port of Heiphong or mined 1is approaches or both, to create &
situntion where the North YVietnamese, the Boviets and other countries
wauld be uneble to bring any supply or equipment into the eountry.
They could bring it over the beaches, they could use other devices

to keep & modicum of supply flowing. He based this conclusion, in
ert, on hig own experience in World Wer XI.

Qeners) Wheeler's testimony wes not &s interlaced with imtelligence
eptimates ap that of the Secretary of Defense. In some instances
where he did presemt intelligence estimates, he made it clear that
he 414 not agree with the conclusions of the intelligence community.

Genaral Whesler otated that in 1566 the total of reil and sen~
borne supplies furnished to North Vietnam totalled 1.5 million tons of
which an setimsted 1,080,000 toms came by sea. Total shipmenis were
expected to incresse to 2,050,000 tons in 1967. These ore OER
sstimates that were supplied to a JCS Staff Officer on 11 August 1967.
Geners] Wheeler alsc indfcated that 125,000 tons military supplies
wang by rail in 1966, This is believed to be a A estimate because
OER egtimates thet about 200,000 tons of militsry supplles arrived
by 1wl in 1066. Gemersl Wheeler also stated he belleves scwe wilitary

wlim
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goods algo exrive bysea although he adnitted that the Intelligence
comminlty éma not support him on this goncluslon.

yoaint B

Bafercnces Lo

Cnly ons reference to CTA eveluations of the sir war appeared
in the testimony. The Chiel Coungel, Mr. Kendall, made yelference
0 a statement that appears in the monthly CIA-DXA monthly bomb
damage apsedEoent.
“gue stepped up alr campaign has caused major changes in ﬁ
the siy dsfense system and caused widsspread disruption of
economic activities in North Vietnam. However, the Boxth
Yistnamese still retain the capability to support astivities in
Bouth Vietnsm at present or increased aombat levels of force
My, ¥sndall agked Ueneral ¥heeler if he agresd that the Comsunisis
gtill have that cspability to maintain present force lewls and incresse
them, noting that Admiral Bharp thought mey%sm at thelr celling now.
Geneysl Wheeler replied they can ceﬂair:\rm ypragent levels
pseause they are so doing. However, he gquestlons whether the Coprnnints
mixmmm the force laval by any substantial level heoauss he haa
Wé\;ﬁcp&nim Yk ve are nurting the North Vietnamese moye than we
yecognize. There vere no other references, divect or implied, &bout
CIA's role in masessing the effects of the Folling Thunder Progran.
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General Wheeler stated that the North Vietmxﬁam are novw
#ixdng 25,000 tons of AAA ssmunition per month. 7This 1s pr?bably
an esrly DIA estimate that has been greatly mle@ dowmi in ’recent
weeks, The current ITA estimete is that 40,000 t&ns sfm mumf

tion were Fired during the first six months of 1967. We genersily

SONCUY.
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